
 

 

Minutes from 1/9/19 Conservation Meeting 

 

In attendance: Roger Rittmaster, Chair; Morgan Laidlaw (acting Secretary); Stephanie Smith, Barbara 

Lawrence, Seth Meyer, Wayne Ruesswick, Marc Ratner (Select Board Liaison), and Susan Michaud 

(owner of Theo B Camisole).  Regrets: Vicki Doudera. 

1. Acting Secretary: Morgan volunteered to take the minutes in Vicki’s absence. 

 

2. The minutes from the December meeting were approved unanimously.  

 

3. Susan Michaud, owner of Theo B. Camisole, had several concerns regarding the impact of the 

plastic single-use bag ban.    

a. She buys plastic bags in large quantity, a two-year supply, to receive preferential pricing.  

She had to ship back 4,000 bags and it cost her $600.00 in shipping and restocking fee.  

She was frustrated that she did not know about the ban in advance.  Morgan mentioned 

that the Chamber of Commerce was involved in the development of the ordinance.  

Susan noted that she is not a member of the Chamber, only the Camden Area Business 

Group.  

b. Susan noted that all of her slips and bras come with plastic bags and hangers.  She 

removes the plastic and recycles it.   

c. One question for the CCC, “How do I put a $300.00 item in a paper bag on a rainy day 

like today?”  Susan suggested that merchants be allowed to use plastic bags on rainy 

days.  Barbara mentioned an idea where Camden, Rockland, and Rockport could pitch in 

on reusable bags that could be provided to merchants and shoppers.   

d. Susan was pleased to learn that she could use any size paper bag and would not have to 

charge for them. 

The CCC members thanked Susan for her comments.  Stephanie noted that there will be a public 

meeting for Camden businesses regarding the two ordinances on February 28 and that she 

welcomed input from business owners prior to the meeting.  Susan left the meeting at the 

conclusion of her presentation. 

4.  Treasurer’s Report: No funds were expended during the past month.  Barbara noted that she 

had received an additional $500 grant and wondered whether the Harbor/Watershed 

Stewardship fund included that contribution. 

 

5. Earth Day is April 22nd which is a school day.  Roger noted that each project the CCC takes on 

needs a leader.   Vicki already contacted CIFF about CCC co-sponsoring the earth day film, as we 

did last year, and Molly and Stephanie will do a free carry out bag give away during the film 

event. However, Vicki also noted that due to her duties as State Representative, she will be 

unable to coordinate CCC’s Earth Day activities this year.  Roger suggested Wayne as the leader 



 

 

and he accepted.  Wayne will organize a meeting of a subcommittee for Earth Week activities.   

 

6. Stephanie mentioned the Coastal Clean-up, a nationwide program, which takes place each 

September.  She has participated in the Lamoine clean-up.  Stephanie pulled up the website and 

noted the nationwide success of the program.  This would differ from the Camden and Rockport 

road litter clean ups as the Coastal Clean-Up is designed for water areas only. 

 

7. 2019 Budget: Roger has distributed the draft budget for the coming fiscal year which remains 

the same as last year at a total of $1025.00. 

 

8. Plastic Bag and Styrofoam Food Container Ordinances:  Stephanie mentioned some strategic 

rollouts of the bag ban with help from the Natural Resources Council of Maine.  Stephanie and 

Molly Mulhern will create a toolkit for different types of retailers that could include clothing 

retailers, book stores, restaurants, and lodging establishments.  She will have a mailing and a 

public meeting, as well as information in the newspapers.  Morgan brought up Connect Over 

Coffee, a meeting time for the Camden Area Business Group.  Stephanie could attend the next 

one and talk about the ban.   Stephanie and Molly will organize the rollout for now but may seek 

assistance from the CCC if needed.   

  

9. Vicki’s Bottle Cap ordinance: There was discussion about Vicki’s proposed ordinance which 

mandates that plastic bottle caps be attached to the bottles and be of the same plastic type as 

the bottles themselves.  The group endorsed Vicki’s efforts.   

 

10. Stewardship Education Alliance:  Barbara talked about the mission for the stewardship 

education alliance and asked members to give her feedback on the Mission Statement: 

“The mission of the Stewardship Education Alliance is to increase community awareness of ways 

we can be better stewards of our environment.  Working with students and teachers in our 

schools, S.E.A. will identify and support specific projects that lead to this goal.”  Barbara noted 

that the initial focus will be on Camden Harbor, Laite Beach and the Megunticook watershed. 

 

Barbara met with Elfie (gifted science and math teacher from the middle school) and Janet, a 

teacher at the Watershed School.  S.E.A. would like to see more synergy between the middle 

school and the Watershed School.  S.E.A. hopes to make  the Herring Gut touch tanks available 

to the schools and library in April and September, and in Camden Harbor on Fridays starting in 

July and August.  S.E. A. also hopes to bring Herring Gut to our schools to train local teachers 

how to  teach stewardship.  Barbara mentioned many good ideas fizzle because effort is not 

made to train teachers on the ideas, and therefore teachers fail to pass these ideas on to 

students.  

 

Stephanie added that Amy Hand from the Library will have a “sew your own reusable bag night” 

on January 24th.  Lindey Pinchack from the Sweetree Arts School will co-facilitate.  Folks must 



 

 

register in advance on the library website. 

 

11. Storm water Update: Roger spoke to David Bolstridge from the Wastewater Department about 

the house-to-house survey.  There are 67 building left to inspect.  103 illicit connections have 

been repaired.  86 illicit connections are still in need of repair.  David noted that one major 

impediment has been the availability of contractors to do the repairs.  Roger emphasized how 

successful this initiative has been and the CCC’s role in recruiting and financially supporting the 

Wastewater interns. 

 

12. Future Summer Interns.  Roger noted that the ability of the CCC to continue to complete major 

projects is dependent on the availability of a summer intern to do the large amount of work 

required.  Marc spoke to Audra Caler-Bell, who is committed to putting funds for interns in the 

budget a year from now.  She will also attempt to find funding for the coming fiscal year (2019).  

Roger will talk to Audra about this possibility and the willingness of the CCC to help fund an 

intern.  

13. Sagamore Farm: Roger and Marc Ratner will meet with Jeremy Martin tomorrow to discuss the 

future of Sagamore Farm. 

14. Coastal Mountains Nature Program:  On Thursday Feb 28th, Amber Whittaker, Senior Geologist 

at the Maine Geological Survey, will give a presentation about LIDAR, starting at 7 PM at the 

Camden Library.  Lidar uses laser beams to visualize the ground by removing the visual 

obstruction from plants.  It has revolutionized the ability of geologists and anthropologists to 

find and interpret past geological events and human activity. 

 
Next meeting: February 13, 2019. 

 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Morgan Laidlaw,  

Acting Secretary 


